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To I Sxecutivo for US 

From * Assistant Director for Operation* 

Subject* Draft of Informal Interdepartmental forking Agreawint for the 
Downgr ading, Releasing, and Publishing of Inf formation from 
Captured German ''Jocuments or Reproductions thereof* 


1. It is the opinion of this Office that the words "the Central 
Intelligence Agency* should be ineorted between the words "National 
Military ^tahUshaumt" and "the Secretary of State" euah tire this 
phrase occurs in Paragraph 2 of subject draft, 

2. Although the Central Intelllgsoce Agency doe# not here custody 
of a large quantity of German documents* it has assies©*’ 1 . rssponsJ bility 
for the ssqfLsltaticn for intelligence- purposes of the extensive collec- 
tions hald hy the Departments of the Army and Savy. It has, therefore, 
a definite interest in the downgrading, upgrading, or mintenance of the 
classification cm certain German documents and translations thereof. If 
a government agency wishes to declassify a document in its custody which 
has Intelligence value or "is considered to contain information of inter- 
est* t© the Central Intelligence Agency , this agency should be consulted 
prior to declassification and release of the document for private research 
or general publication* 

3. Concur in proposal draft, subject to the addition noted above, 
and concur strongly in the principle that the agency having custody of 
captured documents has primary responsibility for declassification of 


it. Suggest that the terms of reference of this draft should be. If 
possible, extended to include captured Jsqpancce documents, since the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff originally had jurisdiction over *11 documents captured by 
IUSb M ili ta ry forces in the European and Far "astern theaters, wtd no clear 
declassification directives have been issued with respect to Far Kastem 
documents. KLtherto CIA ha* followed the general procedures laid, down by 
the report of the Japanese rocumant Conference issued by the War D^artraont 
on IS January l^liS* this report specified, however, "that the Joint Security 
Control be charged with responsibility for preparing security procedures for 
all agencies and services which deal with captured documents outside the 
jurisdiction of the theaters", and no such procedures are known to have been 
fcraulatad iy the joint Security Control. Alteration of the proposed craft 
of the "Interdepartmental Working Agreement" to include Japanese as well as 
Semen documents would bo of direct assistance to CIA, since this agency stall 
has custody of a large nuefoer of Japanese documents. Foreign Documents 
Branch, 00, is responsible, therefore, for the correct classification of 
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these documents, and consequently receives frequent requests for declass 
flcaticm of aaterlal under Its control, but lacks an adequate directive 
on the subject from a higher authority* 



BHEZH L* S1BSKT 
Brigadier General, USA 
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